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[bookmark: _Hlk513547771]Hydraulic metering kiosk offers enhanced protection for municipal infrastructure
[bookmark: _Hlk141945170]Innovative kiosk design from Power Process Systems helps municipalities combat vandalism, improve public safety and protect critical revenue streams
24 June 2026: Municipalities and utilities across South Africa continue to face growing challenges related to vandalism, infrastructure theft, illegal access and revenue losses associated with metering kiosks. In response, Power Process Systems (PPS), a leader in metering kiosk design and manufacturing, has developed an innovative hydraulic metering kiosk engineered specifically for high-risk municipal environments.
Metering kiosks are traditionally manufactured from a range of materials including polypropylene, fibreglass, polyethylene, mild steel and stainless steel. However, despite years of design evolution and the introduction of electronic keys, vandal-resistant locks and safe-style kiosk designs, municipalities continue to experience widespread issues relating to copper busbar theft, circuit breaker theft, illegal meter bridging and the removal of steel doors for scrap value.
The resulting infrastructure damage not only affects revenue collection but also creates significant public safety risks where live electrical components may become exposed. Developed in collaboration with a metropolitan municipality, the PPS hydraulic metering kiosk has been specifically designed to address these ongoing challenges.
A secure hydraulic lifting and locking system
Manufactured from robust 10mm mild steel, the kiosk incorporates a secure hydraulic lifting and locking system that prevents unauthorised access to internal components such as meters, busbars and circuit breakers. “Municipalities require practical, durable solutions that can withstand increasingly challenging operating environments,” says Ben Roode, Sales Manager at PPS.
“Our hydraulic metering kiosk was developed to improve infrastructure security, enhance public safety and support revenue protection in areas where vandalism and theft remain persistent concerns.” Unlike conventional kiosk designs, the hydraulic lifting mechanism ensures that the kiosk cannot be removed from its base without the correct operating equipment, significantly reducing the risk of tampering or theft.
Improved public safety
The design also contributes to improved public safety by eliminating exposed or damaged access doors that could allow children or members of the public to encounter live electrical infrastructure. According to PPS, hydraulic metering kiosks have already been installed in selected high-risk areas, where revenue collection has reportedly improved to approximately 98%.
“The positive feedback from municipalities already using the system demonstrates the value of combining robust engineering with practical operational security,” adds Roode. “By preventing illegal access and reducing infrastructure damage, councils are better positioned to improve service delivery while protecting critical revenue streams.”
The PPS hydraulic metering kiosk features heavy-duty 10mm mild steel construction and a hydraulic lifting and locking system designed specifically for high-risk municipal environments. The kiosk helps reduce copper theft, breaker theft and illegal meter bridging, while preventing unauthorised access to meters, busbars and circuit breakers.
By eliminating exposed or damaged access doors, the solution also supports improved public safety around electrical infrastructure. “We invite municipalities, councils and utilities to arrange a practical demonstration of the PPS hydraulic metering kiosk opening and closing operation, and to discuss how the solution can assist in reducing vandalism, improving public safety and protecting municipal revenue,” concludes Roode.
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About Power Process Systems
Power Process Systems (PPS) is an electrical enclosure and distribution equipment manufacturer. At our fully equipped manufacturing, assembly and wiring facilities in Gauteng and the Western Cape, we produce all components of our products in-house.
In our CNC plants we cut, bend, and nest various enclosures, racking assemblies and mounting frames. We also laminate fibreglass boxes and have a complete range of polyethylene enclosures. We fit and wire these enclosures according to required specifications in our various assembly lines. They are then FAT tested prior to delivery.
We predominantly supply to the electrical infrastructure market. Our focus is on electrical reticulation (underground and overhead) and commercial distribution (office complexes, shopping malls, hospitals, etc.).
We are an OEM and product partner to CBI, ABB, Schneider Electric, Hager, Legrand, Chint, and many other common switchgear brands.
We have an ISO 9001/2008/ SABS quality accreditation and are a SABS accredited production facility for electrical assemblies up to 10 kA.
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