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RS SOUTH AFRICA MARKS 30 YEARS OF ENABLING INDUSTRY AND INNOVATION

Three decades of local impact, partnership, and progress in a dynamic industrial landscape

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa, 21 May 2026: RS South Africa, a trading brand of RS Group plc (LSE: RS1), celebrates its 30th anniversary this year, marking three decades of supporting local industry, enabling innovation and building strong customer partnerships across the country.

Since entering the South African market in 1996, RS has established itself as a trusted partner to engineers, technicians and businesses across key sectors. Supporting maintenance, repair and operations (MRO), as well as design and manufacturing environments, the company has played a consistent role in helping industry operate efficiently and adapt to changing demands.

Access to over 800 000 industrial and specialist products
Today, RS South Africa provides access to over 800 000 industrial and specialist products, supported by advanced digital tools, technical expertise and efficient delivery solutions. This extensive offering enables customers to streamline operations, improve productivity, and respond to increasingly complex industrial challenges.

As a Level 2 B-BBEE contributor, RS South Africa is committed to driving meaningful transformation and inclusive growth. This includes supporting local supplier development, investing in skills development, and creating opportunities across the value chain. By aligning its business with South Africa’s broader economic priorities, RS continues to contribute to a more sustainable and inclusive industrial future.

A proud milestone for RS South Africa
“Reaching 30 years in South Africa is a proud milestone for us,” says Brian Andrew, Managing Director of RS South Africa. “It speaks to the strength of our partnerships, the trust our customers place in us, and our commitment to supporting innovation and industry growth.”

This local success is underpinned by the strength and heritage of RS Group, a global provider of product and service solutions for industrial customers. Originally founded in 1937 as Radiospares, the business has evolved alongside technological advancements, expanding its offering, embracing digital transformation, and continually enhancing the customer experience.

Over the decades, RS has consistently demonstrated a forward-thinking approach, from early catalogue innovation to launching internet trading and, more recently, developing platforms such as DesignSpark and its RS PRO range of own-brand products. This global capability enables RS South Africa to bring world-class solutions and expertise to the local market.

Forward-thinking approach
In 2022, the business entered a new chapter, with Electrocomponents rebranding to RS Group and RS Components becoming simply RS, reflecting a more unified, modern and forward-looking identity.

“As we look ahead, we remain focused on making it easier for our customers to do business, while continuing to bring the latest technologies and solutions to the market,” adds Andrew.

“Our focus has always been on more than just supplying products. It’s about delivering value, building lasting relationships and ensuring our customers have the tools and support they need to succeed in an increasingly competitive and evolving environment,” he says.

A global solutions provider
Today, RS is more than a distributor. It is a global solutions provider, connecting customers to products, services, and expertise that drive efficiency and innovation. With sustainability, digitalisation, and customer success at the core of its strategy, RS South Africa is well positioned for the future.

As RS South Africa celebrates its 30th anniversary, it does so not only by reflecting on its legacy, but by actively shaping the future of industry, continuing to enable progress, innovation and resilience across the country.
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About RS 
RS is a global product and service solutions provider for industrial customers, enabling them to operate efficiently and sustainably. 

We operate in 36 markets, stock over 800,000 industrial and specialist products and list an additional five million relevant for our industrial customers, sourced from over 2,500 suppliers. This extensive range supports our customers across the industrial lifecycle of designing, building, and maintaining equipment and operations. 

We enhance their experience through a tailored service model, leveraging our efficient physical, digital and process infrastructure sustainably. We combine a technically led and digitally enabled approach with an exceptional team of experts; ultimately, it’s our people that make the difference.

Our purpose, making amazing happen for a better world, reflects our focus on delivering results for people planet and profit. 

RS Group plc is listed on the London Stock Exchange with stock ticker RS1 and in the year ended 31 March 2024 reported revenue of £2,942 million.
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Further information is available via these links:

· Twitter: https://twitter.com/RSOnlineSA  
· LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/rs-south-africa
· Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rssouthafrica
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