NEWS ARTICLE
Start the year strong by rewarding and motivating staff with flexible gift card solutions
26 February 2026: As South African businesses reset and refocus for the year ahead, many are looking for practical ways to re-energise their teams, recognise performance, and retain top talent. adumo Payouts, part of the Lesaka Group, is encouraging organisations to consider employee gift cards as a simple, flexible and effective way to motivate staff and build momentum in 2026.
In an increasingly competitive labour market, meaningful recognition plays a critical role in driving engagement and productivity. Gift cards offer a personalised reward solution that gives employees choice, while enabling businesses to manage incentives in a cost-effective and operationally efficient way.
Gift cards have become an increasingly popular option, particularly for businesses in the automotive, beauty and spa, building and hardware, entertainment, fashion, general retail, sports and outdoor, and travel industries. These sectors are especially well placed to benefit from a streamlined gift card programme that increases customer engagement, supports sales growth and boosts staff morale.
Incentive cards help drive personalised employee recognition and the gift of choice
Palesa Morebodi, Head of Operations at adumo Payouts, notes that ongoing recognition plays a significant role in workplace motivation. “The start of the year time is an ideal opportunity for businesses to show employees that their hard work is acknowledged,” she says.
“Gift cards offer more than just a reward. They provide choice and motivation for teams as they head. Our adumo Payouts gift card solutions make it simple for businesses to give back in a way that is personalised, cost-effective, and operationally seamless,” says Morebodi.
The prefunded card solution from adumo Payouts works for businesses of all types and sizes. Companies can enhance their brand presence by establishing their own gift card programme and offer customers what is essentially the gift of choice. The solution is supported by an open-loop gift card programme and a self-service administration portal that helps businesses maintain full visibility and control.
Self-managed online portal solutions make card loads and value redemption a breeze 
Gift cards issued through the adumo Payouts system function as a smart, card-based stored value solution. They allow businesses to manage prefunded and top-up accounts with ease. Integration with an existing point of sale system or an adumo payment device ensures a straightforward and fast in-store experience for both merchants and their customers.
Cardholders can make use of an online self-service portal where they are able to register their card, create a profile, check their balance, and track their transaction history at any time. Businesses can manage their entire programme online through the corporate customer administration portal. This includes the ability to administer, monitor and support all gift cards and accounts, as well as access real time transaction reporting for operational oversight.
“As businesses focus on performance, retention and growth in 2026, adumo Payouts encourages organisations to implement or scale their gift card programmes as a way to recognise employee commitment and build momentum for the year ahead,” concludes Morebodi.
Ends
Connect with adumo Payouts on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/adumogroup
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/adumo/ 
Notes to the Editor
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the adumo Payouts link to view the company’s press office.
About adumo Payouts
Physical and digital prepaid, secure payout solutions for South African businesses.
Trusted by over 500 corporates and backed by Mastercard, our transactional card products empower you to recognise and reward positive workplace behaviours.
adumo Payouts is part of Lesaka
https://lesakatech.com/ 
Lesaka is a South African fintech company driven by a purpose to digitise commerce in Southern Africa. We offer services to three segments: consumers, merchants and enterprises. 
We offer a multiproduct platform that provides transactional accounts, lending, insurance, merchant acquiring, cash management, software and Alternative Digital Products ("ADP"). 
Lesaka has a primary listing on NASDAQ (NASDAQ:LSAK) and a secondary listing on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE: LSK). Visit www.lesakatech.com for additional information about Lesaka.
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