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PRESS RELEASE
[bookmark: _Hlk145407399]What would it take to start an agricultural revolution in Lusikisiki?
[bookmark: _Hlk145407194]25 September 2024: By providing scaled access to inputs, training and support, the Grow the Growers project is developing lucrative and sustainable livelihood pathways for small farmers while improving food security for the community.
[bookmark: _Hlk177626307]After the successful implementation of the IDC-funded Social Employment programme in Lusikisiki, SANRAL provided funding for a three-month extension, which concluded in July. The project was focused on scaling agricultural initiatives, enhancing food security and connecting small-scale farmers to commercial markets.
[bookmark: _Hlk177626348]Many families in Lusikisiki struggle to access and afford nutritious food. Despite this, agricultural activity in the area remains limited. Where farming does occur, it is mainly subsistence-based and often relies on ineffective or unsustainable practices. The Grow the Growers Project was designed to significantly scale sustainable agriculture in the area, establishing thriving family gardens and small farms by providing access to quality inputs, training and support.
[bookmark: _Hlk177626425]“We are thrilled with the impact of the project,” says Andile Maphumulo, Social Sustainability Manager at leading consulting engineering and infrastructure advisory firm Zutari. “The Grow the Growers Project has established year-round family gardens at scale and has empowered small farmers to produce vegetables for commercial markets.”
[bookmark: _Hlk177626375]A total of 1 068 families were empowered to establish a 50 m² home garden, each growing five different vegetables, and capable of feeding a family of four year-round. This initiative has significantly enhanced food security in the area.
In addition, 28 high-potential farmers were equipped to scale up vegetable production for commercial markets. Each farmer received extensive training, access to essential inputs such as seeds and fertilisers, and support with aggregation and supply logistics. A sustainable market link was established, resulting in reliable contracts to supply Wild Coast Food Markets.
The project also launched micro-nursery businesses. Each farm received a high-quality tunnel, providing a controlled environment for seedling growth. Farmers can now grow and sell quality seedlings, previously unavailable, to local growers. As a result, these farmers can generate additional income and accelerate vegetable production for home gardens in the area.
Participants were trained in effective and ecologically friendly practices that promote the long-term health of the soil and ecosystem. These practices included effective mulching, composting, and eco-friendly pest management using locally available plants such as aloe, tobacco, and wild garlic.
[bookmark: _Hlk177626436]Project Manager Amelia Visagie reveals that about R5.5 million in stipends flowed into the community between April and June, a significant stimulus to the local economy. The thriving gardens have generated excitement about agriculture as a viable, lucrative livelihood pathway. As interest continues to grow, she hopes that the gardens will spread in a widening circle of impact throughout the community.
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To download hi-res images for this news article, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the Zutari link to view the company’s press office.
About Zutari
As an infrastructure engineering and advisory practice, we believe infrastructure has unparalleled potential to create enduring impact.  Never more relevant, this potential can be realised only if we plan, design, deliver and manage infrastructure in ways that maximise its value.  Our work in water, transport, energy, resources, and built-environment infrastructure does just this – helping to nurture thriving communities, growing economies, and healthy environments.  At Zutari we understand that radical impact doesn’t just happen; it requires more of us to connect differently, work smarter, and stay rooted.
We connect differently. Our broad collective of in-house experts connects across traditional disciplines to provide integrated results. We collaborate with clients, partners, and end-users, leaning into diverse perspectives to create superior solutions - together.
We work smarter. Our people lead the industry. We draw from deep technical skills, accrued over decades, and embrace the transformative power of digital technology to find simpler, better, and more innovative ways to deliver value.
We stay rooted. Few can rival our local capacity and understanding. Building on solid foundations, now 90 years in the making, we are trusted to shape locally relevant solutions through our extensive footprint in Africa and the Middle East.
At Zutari our people connect differently, work smarter, and stay rooted. Working in this way, we reliably deliver impact through infrastructure, making the world a better place – one project at a time.
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