PRESS RELEASE
John T. Ryan Trophy winners unveiled at MineSAFE 2017 
11 September 2017: Safety achievements in the mining industry were celebrated at the MineSAFE 2017 Industry Day on Friday 1 September 2017 at Emperors Palace in Gauteng. MSA Africa Sales Manager Christiaan Hugo presented the John T. Ryan Trophy for the best surface and underground operation respectively.
MineSAFE aims to advance the achievement of zero harm in the South African mining industry by bringing together management, the Department of Mineral Resources, the Chamber of Mines, trade unions, and health and safety practitioners at all levels of the industry to share best practice and strategies in this regard.

MSA Africa in particular has been involved with MineSAFE since 2011. “This is testament to our ongoing commitment to improve safety records in all sectors of the South African mining industry continually,” Hugo stresses.
The winners are determined by an impartial panel of judges representing the Southern African Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (SAIMM), the Association of Mine Managers of South Africa (AMMSA), the South African Colliery Managers Association (SACMA) and the Metallurgical Mine Managers’ Association (MMMA).

The award is named after the original founder of MSA, and introduced to the Canadian mining industry in 1941, before expanding globally. It is sculpted to represent a father safely home from work, with his arms around the shoulders of his son and daughter. This symbolises that the mineworker is the most important commodity, together with the embodiment of safety best practice in the mining industry.
The 2017 John T. Ryan Trophy winners are:

· Surface Operations: Exxaro NBC Coal, Lazarus Ramashilabele (Mine Manager), no fatalities since 1925 when operations commenced.

· Underground Operations: Assmang, Black Rock Mine, Pierre Becker (Mine Manager), 5.59 million fatality-free shifts as at 30 June 2015 
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About MSA
MSA been the world’s leading manufacturer of high-quality safety products since 1914. MSA products may be simple to use and maintain, but they are also highly-sophisticated devices and protective gear: the result of countless R&D hours, relentless testing, and an unwavering commitment to quality that saves lives and protects thousands of men and women each and every day. Many of MSA’s most popular products integrate multiple combinations of electronics, mechanical systems, and advanced materials to ensure that users around the world remain protected in even the most hazardous of situations. MSA’s dedication to safety has been the key to its impressive year-over-year growth. In eight of the past ten years, MSA has achieved record growth numbers, with annual revenues of more than US$1 billion.
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