PRESS RELEASE 

Dedicated onsite clinic promotes workplace health and safety 

25 June, 2014: Employee health and safety remains a top priority for the Heavy Engineering division of internationally-recognised manufacturing and engineering company DCD Group.
Vereeniging-based DCD Heavy Engineering operates a permanent onsite clinic in conjunction with Basadi Occupational Health, which boasts more than 40 years addressing workers' primary and occupational health needs through onsite clinics and mobile units. 

DCD Heavy Engineering human resources manager Sue Steyn notes that since the establishment of the onsite clinic, the number of lost time injuries has decreased substantially. "When an injury occurs, the worker is treated immediately. This saves valuable time in high risk situations."

Occupational health nurse practitioner Sister Charlotte Laas is based at the DCD Heavy Engineering south works onsite clinic. She boasts qualifications in general nursing, psychiatric nursing, community health nursing, midwifery, nursing education and management and occupational health. One of her primary duties is to carry out medicals on all new staff members. 

“When an employee joins the company, an entry medical is carried out to determine their medical status and to ensure that they are medically fit to carry out the task for which they will be employed. Employees that are exposed to a potentially harmful environment, such as loud noise, are given a full medical annually to ensure that they remain fit for the job. The medical also identifies and addresses any health problems,” she explains. 

An exit medical is required for all employees leaving the company. "If a former employee develops a medical ailment after leaving the company, the exit medical is important in determining if the condition is as a result of the work carried out at DCD, or whether it developed elsewhere," adds Laas. 

In addition to the onsite clinic, DCD Heavy Engineering also offers First Aid training to its employees. There are bi-monthly contact sessions where participants are provided the opportunity to discuss relevant topics and issues. This serves as ‘refresher training’ on pertinent First Aid matters.

In the event of serious worker injury, DCD Heavy Engineering has a standing contract with emergency medical care and response services provider ER24. "Swift and effective care is required in critical situations, and DCD Heavy Engineering is committed to comprehensive worker healthcare, no matter what the requirement," Steyn concludes. 

Ends
Notes to the editor
There are numerous photographs specific to this press release. Please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the DCD link.

About DCD Group 
DCD Group (Pty) Ltd is an international manufacturing and engineering company providing products and solutions to the rail, mining and energy, defence and marine sectors. As a group DCD is able to offer comprehensive, integrated heavy engineering solutions in addition to bespoke individual solutions. DCD has been an integral participant in South Africa’s infrastructure development for decades and is now playing an active role as a partner of choice to government in the current infrastructure expansion drive.
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Boilerplate

	DCD Mining & Energy

Produces products and components for the global mining market and power generation industry


	DCD  Rail

Provides manufactured products to rail industry
	DCD Marine

Provides turnkey ship repair solutions to the marine and oil & gas sectors with shipyard facilities in Cape Town, Walvis Bay, Saldanha Nqura, East London and Durban.



	DCD Heavy Engineering

Niche supplier of bespoke engineered heavy mechanical equipment to the mining, steel, petrochemical and energy sectors


	DCD Rolling Stock

Design ,manufactures, services and refurbishes a complete range of rolling stock products
	DCD Marine Cape Town

The largest ship repair yard in Africa, providing repairs and upgrades to semi-submersible drilling rigs and drill ships, jack-up rigs, pipe laying barges and seismic vessels.



	DCD  Venco

A specialist provider of medium to heavy fabrication, refurbishment and engineered solutions to a broad spectrum of industries


	DCD Ringrollers

Manufactures seamless forged products
	DCD Marine Services

Provides scaffolding, hydraulic and electric services to the marine sector.



	DCD Defence

Provides innovative and sustainable niche products to the defence sector
	DCD Metpro

Designs, develops and manufactures on-tread composite brake blocks and composite disc pads for railway rolling stock and selected automotive applications


	EBH South Africa

A ship repair & marine engineering company with over 140 years of experience which provides the local and international shipping industry including the Oil & Gas sector with a full in-house service in all aspects of ships repair through its operations in Durban, Cape Town and East London.



	DCD Protected Mobility

OEM of the Husky Vehicle Mounted Mine Detection (VMMD)System, Mountain Lion and Springbuck Armoured Personnel Carriers
	
	EBH Namibia

Operates three privately-owned floating docks in Walvis Bay Namibia with a combined capacity of 30000 ton including a panama size dock.





www.dcd.co.za
