NEWS ARTICLE
Pratley celebrates 75 years of unique products and ongoing innovation
[bookmark: _Hlk520717785][bookmark: _Hlk528068001]28 September 2023: Celebrating its 75th anniversary this year, local manufacturer Pratley has at least two new adhesive products in the pipeline, including a possible new adhesive range. It also has at least one new electrical product due to be launched early next year. “We have improved many of our production processes and streamlined a lot of procedures,” comments Pratley CEO Andrew Pratley.
“We have also onboarded and welcomed quite a few new staff members, thanks to good growth and despite uncertain macro-economic conditions,” adds Andrew. Adding to its distinguished list of world firsts, the company has just launched its Pratley Flameproof Ex d Envirobox® electrical termination product.
Commenting on Pratley’s longevity and brand loyalty, Andrew says: “A name is only built on trust gained over many years. South African consumers see Pratley as a tried, tested, and trusted brand. They are aware of the reliability aspect that goes hand-in-hand. A lot of gratitude is owed to our customers, who have in many instances, also taught us a lot about our own products over the decades.”
Andrew highlights that Pratley’s policies and ethos as a family business has stood it in good stead over the decades. “During uncertain economic times is when this really counts. For example, we have resisted the temptation to accumulate debt. This alone puts us ahead of most and allows us to grow sustainably.” Another major contributor to Pratley’s success has been its ongoing diversification drive. “We are constantly looking out for new opportunities and markets.”
As for the future, Andrew points out that “the pace at which change happens these days is eyewatering, especially in a South African context. One needs to adapt very quickly to survive and thrive. Our core policies will always remain in place, but certainly from a growth perspective, we will accelerate growth internationally, especially into Africa.”
Andrew adds he is “not naïve to think that 75 years guarantees another 75 years. That requires constant adaptation and agility, but we will continue to do what we do best and leverage our strengths. We are good at producing highly innovative and unique products, and at the core of that is good R&D.”
The company’s export market has seen significant growth, thanks to the combination of a favourable exchange rate and additional resources aimed at expanding that side of the business. “Our efforts are bearing fruit with more international customers becoming aware of our products and innovations,” says Andrew.
As for constraints facing small and medium business in South Africa, Andrew is unconvinced that the environment has changed much for the better. “I would like to say yes but, unfortunately, I think the opposite is true. For any real change to happen, a business-friendly environment needs to be created. That requires political will. Happy businesses employ more people. More employment naturally leads to a happier country. It really is as simple as that.”
Companies are not simply made up of bricks and mortar and it is the right people that ultimately make a business achieve a 75-year milestone. It is for this reason that Pratley will host an in-house event for its staff to celebrate the occasion. “A company is gauged by the company that it keeps, and we have kept good company over the years. Ultimately, the sentiment is sincere gratitude to all our employees, customers, and suppliers for 75 years of Pratley,” concludes Andrew.
Ends
Connect with Pratley on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/PratleySA/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/PratleySA 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/pratleysa/
Notes to the editor
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click on the Pratley Group link to view the company’s press office.
About Pratley
Established in 1948 by George ‘Monty’ Pratley, the various companies in the Pratley stable rest on a foundation of research and innovation in both the manufacturing and mining sectors. The various Pratley companies, drawing from 75 years of experience, have filed over 350 patents worldwide, and are ISO 9001 certified. Operating divisions are Pratley Adhesives, Pratley Electrical, and Pratley Minerals.
Pratley Contact
Sales 
Phone: (011) 955 2190
Fax: (011) 955 3918
Email: sales@pratley.co.za
Web: http://www.pratleyadhesives.com 
Media Contact
Thobile Ndlovu
Account Executive
NGAGE Public Relations
Telephone: 011 867 7763
Cell: 073 574 2931
E-mail: thobile@ngage.co.za 
Website: www.ngage.co.za 
Browse the NGAGE Media Zone for more client news articles and photographs at http://media.ngage.co.za
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