PRESS RELEASE
Winners of the 2019-2020 Corobrik-SAIA Awards of Merit and Awards for Excellence are celebrated in Durban
Held biennially, the awards programme recognises peers and celebrates unique talent
13 June 2022: The winners of the 2019-2020 Corobrik-South African Institute of Architecture (SAIA) Awards of Merit and Awards for Excellence were announced at a gala event in Durban on Friday 10 June. Held biennially, the awards programme is the highlight of the SAIA calendar.
“Corobrik has been a loyal partner and sponsor for over 30 years. As a young student whose life in architecture began some 40 years ago, I clearly remember the role that Corobrik played in supporting our organisation during those early days. They have stood by SAIA during boom-and-bust times. We remain inextricably linked,” says SAIA President Ruben Reddy.
The SAIA awards programme is structured over a two-year period and is conducted in two stages. Stage 1 sees regional awards for architecture presented by the various regional institutes affiliated to SAIA. In Stage 2, the national awards, the winning regional projects receive either a Commendation, an Award of Merit and/or an Award for Excellence. This follows a vigorous adjudication and shortlisting process. The Awards for Excellence recognise exceptional achievement in the field of architecture.
The national group of adjudicators is independent of the regional awards process and is selected by the SAIA President in their capacity as Convenor. “This honour passed to me for the 2019-2020 cycle, which has been somewhat delayed, having taken place through a period of immense difficulty. The adjudication has had to navigate a series of national lockdowns and immeasurable personal and collective loss as a result of Covid-19. As we cautiously emerge into a post-pandemic world, this is a moment which requires pause and reflection – for the space the awards hold, and how SAIA as an institution might face and contend with the future,” says SAIA Past President and Corobrik-SAIA Awards Convenor Kate Otten.
Kate is one of South Africa’s most recognised architects, known for being an architect of ‘place’.  Her buildings are born out of the South African context, weaving together materials, skills, politics, light, and landscape to create places that feed and nurture the human spirit. Kate believes that buildings have an emotional presence, “fulfilling the emotional and spiritual needs of the users is as important as creating a functional space.”
The esteemed panel of judges for the 2019-2020 Corobrik-SAIA Awards of Merit and Awards for Excellence were:
Musa Shangase, Commercial Director: Corobrik (Sponsor Representative), has over 30 years’ leadership experience in the building industry. He held various executive directorship positions in manufacturing and retailing companies. Musa is the immediate past President of both the Clay Brick Association of Southern Africa and Master Builders Association North and is current Deputy President of the Master Builders SA.
Boni Makwe is a practicing architect and director at studioMAS Architects & Urban Designers. Graduating in 1995, Boni was the first black women to obtain an architectural degree from the University of Cape Town. She believes that architects have a responsibility to society to build for a more sustainable future.
Dr. Huda Tayob is an architect, senior lecturer, and architectural historian. She has taught in architecture schools in South Africa and the UK and has practiced as an architect in South Africa, India, and Japan. She is widely published locally and globally, including in Arch+, Architecture and Culture and Eflux Architecture.
Muhammad Mayet is a practising architect, urban designer, and principal director of Mayet Architects, founded in 1983. As a Harvard Fellow, he pursued an Urban Design Masters. He has worked on projects across the continent and globe and has a particular interest in the power of space to elevate, dignify, and provide a better quality of life.
Yewande Omotoso is an architect and award-winning novelist and writer. Her debut novel Bomboy won the South African literary award first time author prize. Her second novel The Woman Next Door was shortlisted for the International Dublin Literary award and Bailey’s Women’s Literature Prize.
The judging panel viewed a collection of 68 built works and three written works submitted to the final stage. The awarded projects were judged on their innovation, considered relationship to context, sustainability beyond a buzzword, functionality for purpose, and responsiveness to questions of inclusivity. In addition, it was important for the panel to acknowledge courage and experimentation, as it is in this testing ground of difficult choices that an alternative future for the profession lies.
Exemplary projects pushed the boundaries of materials, created unexpectedly beautiful and serene spaces, and stretched expectations and understandings of what might be possible. They ask us to contend with high social and spatial inequality, the urgency of climate change and, with a cautious sense of optimism, they suggest responses that provoke a different kind of architecture for another future that might just be possible.
“The Corobrik SAIA Awards are meaningful in that they communicate a sense of the state of architecture in South Africa. They offer a moment to celebrate the talent and innovation of the architectural profession across regions, bringing communities of practice together. They also provide a reflective moment, and temperature reading, to the broader built environment world, about where we are currently as a South African community of practice,” concludes Kate.
The 2019-2020 Corobrik-SAIA Awards of Merit and Awards for Excellence winners are:
Commendations
· New Torwood Semis Forest Town, Johannesburg – BD Studio
· Arklow Villa III, Greenpoint Cape Town – Douglas and Company
· 5 Magistrate Towers – Jeremy Steere Architects
· Barnato Hall Extension Phase 1, Wits University, Johannesburg – 26'10 South Architects
· Student Resource Centre, Sol Plaatje University (SPU) Kimberley – Designworkshop SA
Awards of Merit
· New Screenwriters’ Retreat, Monaghan Farm, Gauteng – C76 Architecture
· 1 Discovery Place, Sandton Johannesburg – Boogertman + Partners
· Langbos Children’s Shelter, Addo Eastern Cape – Jason Erlank Architects
· Mixed-Used Students’ Residence and Sports Precinct, Mpumalanga University, GAPP Architects and Urban Designers
· Wynberg Girls’ High School, New Classrooms – Noero Architects
Research Projects
· ‘Unstitching Rex Trueform: The Story of an African Factory’ by Ilze Wolff
Awards for Excellence
· House Mills, Hermanus – Pinad Architecture Inc.
· Vredenburg Hospital Phase 2B – Wolff Architects
· Grain Silo Complex, V&A Waterfront – Heatherwick Studio with Van Der Merwe Miszewski Architects (VDMMA), Rick Brown and Associates (RBA), Jacobs Parker Architects (JPA)
· Witklipfontein Eco Lodge, Vredefort Rural – GLH Architects
· Chere’ Botha LSEN School – Wolff Architects
Pull quote
“The Corobrik SAIA Awards communicate a sense of the state of architecture in South Africa.” – Kate Otten, SAIA Past President and Corobrik-SAIA Awards Convenor
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About SAIA
Reconstituted in 2015, the South African Institute of Architects (SAIA) is a voluntary association and natural successor to the Institute of South African Architects (ISAA), originally established in 1927 and renamed SAIA in 1996.
SAIA incorporates the nine existing regional institutes: Border-Kei [Eastern Cape], CIfA [Western Cape], Eastern Cape, Free State, GIfA [Gauteng], KZNIA [KwaZulu-Natal], Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and PIA [Gauteng.
The mission of the Institute is to act as the collective voice serving the interests of its members in pursuit of excellence and responsible design. It aims to uphold the dignity of the architectural profession and contribute meaningfully to the enhancement of society and the environment. The fundamental principles of equality and justice are implicit in our Constitution.
SAIA is a member of the Africa Union of Architects (AUA), the Commonwealth Association of Architects (CAA), the International Union of Architects (UIA), the International Commission on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), and the International Committee Documentation and Conservation of Buildings, Sites, and Neighbourhoods of the Modern Movement (DOCOMOMO).
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