PRESS RELEASE
Businesses start to count the costs of the KZN flooding
[bookmark: _GoBack]22 April 2022: The recent flooding in KwaZulu-Natal has had a huge impact on businesses operating in South Africa in general and more so on those operating in the province. Apart from lost productivity, there has also been significant damage to infrastructure.
Shumani Industrial Equipment, which recently opened an office in KwaZulu-Natal to capitalise on opportunities in materials-handling equipment for the port sector, was not spared either. Shumani currently supplies port equipment to Transnet Freight Rail and Transnet Port Operations on a short-term rental basis.
MD Victor Nemukula reports that damage ranges from sensitive electronic components to the larger equipment for ports and even forklifts. “We are still assessing the total extent of our losses. As some of our equipment is on a short-term rental basis, it means that for each day we are not operating, we lose income. This also affects our customers in that they need to rapidly move product from Durban Port to inland.”
Parts of KwaZulu-Natal received over 300 mm of rainfall in a 24-hour period from 11 to 12 April, and close to 400 mm, including the preceding rain in the days leading up to the floods. Informal settlements close to rivers and waterways were severely affected, with numerous dwellings swept away and nearly 450 lives lost to date. The flooding disrupted fuel and food supplies.
The torrential rain caused extensive damage to houses, businesses, roads, bridges and water, electricity, rail, and telecommunications infrastructure. Cabinet declared a national state of disaster on 19 April. KwaZulu-Natal Premier Sihle Zikalala estimates it will cost about R5.6 billion to repair the damage to road infrastructure alone. While Durban Port, one of the largest and busiest shipping terminals on the continent, has since reopened, there is a massive backlog of 8 000 to 9 000 containers.
With the province having just gotten back onto its feet after the looting and unrest in July 2021, the latest flooding could not have come at a worse time. Shumani itself managed to escape the brunt of the events last year, but some of its larger customers were directly impacted in that their businesses were vandalised.
“The immediate impact was a knock-on effect on payments, as some customers were unable to operate on various sites. We could not invoice while the situation persisted, which translated into several months of under-recovery,” says Nemukula.
Despite a state of disaster being declared to deal with the situation in KwaZulu-Natal, Nemukula remains optimistic about the future. “The past 12 months have been exciting. We were able to show significant growth and keep our existing customers. We were also able to diversify the business by making inroads into the port-handling, mining, and construction sectors, among others,” he concludes.
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About Shumani
Shumani Industrial Equipment is an official dealer representing a broad range of quality industrial and construction equipment, including the Goscor Group of Companies products. Shumani, which means “Let’s make it work” in Venda, is a proudly South African black-owned company, managed within the industrial and construction market sectors. The company is responsible for the supply of the Group’s entire range of industrial and construction equipment to the local mining, construction, industrial, warehousing, and manufacturing market sectors. The full support of the Goscor Group of Companies, and access to the Group’s massive pool of expertise and competencies, position Shumani as a trusted level 2 B-BBEE industrial equipment provider committed to exceeding customer expectations.
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