PRESS RELEASE

40th anniversary is cause for Hire It to celebrate continued growth
10 February 2021: From its humble beginnings as a construction equipment hire and repair business established in 1981, to the official launch of its tough, cost-effective Kwagga equipment range, this year sees Hire It (Natal) (Pty) Ltd. celebrate its 40th anniversary. Another milestone in 2021 is the 70th birthday of Doug Fraser, originally in charge of sales and operations, with mom Louise Fraser managing the finances. Doug is now handing over the reins to the next generation in the form of son Richard Fraser.
“I have to thank the customers who have supported Hire it over the years through thick and thin. Our dedicated staff have also contributed to our success by being loyal and very knowledgeable. Richard is going to take the company through a new growth phase. I am positive he will enjoy the journey as much as I have,” comments Doug.

With over 15 years’ experience in finance and five years working with his father, Richard is well-poised to take over the company. Hire It has been a part of his life since he was a boy, so his passion and loyalty run deep. “I am excited and honoured to be leading Hire It into the 21st century. Online platforms, supporting local and focusing on quality, service and back-up are all key drivers we are focusing on to maintain and grow our gem of a company.”

The original premises in Gale Street, Umbilo eventually became the head office. As Hire It grew, it rapidly opened up four more branches. Franchising was the next big step, with Hire It expanding to include eight franchise operations. By the early 2000s, Doug had consolidated the business, bought new premises in Pinetown and focused more on sales. Richard joined in 2015, and soon thereafter Hire It expanded its warehouse to start importing equipment, selling online and offering a national sales distribution.

From early on Hire It has always partnered with good-quality construction brands, and Honda was there from the start. Around the mid-1980s, Hire It became an official dealer of Honda Power Products. The partnership with Honda has continued until today. When Hire It launched its own in-house Kwagga brand in 2018, it was powered by Honda.

The Kwagga range is ideal for use in tough South African operating conditions. This is due to its durability, in conjunction with the company’s well-established back-up and service division offering aftersales support. The Kwagga range is supplied with a standard one-year warranty, and is also very competitively priced against imported products. The range includes compaction equipment such as tamping rammers and plate compactors, floor saws, scarifying machines, drive units, poker vibrators, submersible pumps, generators, high-pressure cleaners and water pumps.

Using Honda engines to power the equipment and assembling it on-site proved a winning recipe for this local success story. A highlight for the brand was receiving the stamp of approval from none other than Kwagga Smith himself, a proud member of the winning South African team that brought home the Webb Ellis Cup trophy in 2019. Not only does Kwagga endorse the equipment, he uses the Kwagga pressure cleaner and generator on his own farm. The continued success of the range has made Hire It one of the leading Honda power products dealers in South Africa.

To celebrate this milestone event, Tool Time, the Hire It sales division, is running a number of 40th anniversary Kwagga and Honda specials, which can be found on its website at:  https://www.hireit.co.za/specials/. 
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About Hire It (Natal) (Pty) Ltd.
The experience in hiring and selling construction equipment enables Hire It to advise clients of the best, most reliable products because they have put them to the test and know what works. Hire It is the agent for quality brands including Honda, Husqvarna, Yamaha, Makita, Bosch, Aksa Generators, Hoffman and more. Its fully-fitted workshop handles servicing and repairs for the full range of tools and equipment in the hire fleet, from power tools and breakers to gardening tools and generators. It also carries genuine spares for all brands sold. https://www.hireit.co.za/about-us/.
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