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Cummins continues to supply critical filtration material for PPE
To date, Cummins has provided more than 14 t of its filtration media to mask manufacturers across the globe, which has been used to produce more than eight million masks, reports Amy Davis, Vice President of Cummins Filtration.
On 6 April, Cummins announced plans to use its filter technology to supply critical materials for N95 respirator masks, an essential piece of personal protective equipment (PPE) for front-line healthcare workers.

Following the N95 announcement on 14 April, Cummins announced an additional partnership with 3M to include the utilisation of equipment typically used for producing diesel engine filters to manufacture high-efficiency particulate filters for use in 3M’s powered air purifying respirators (PAPRs).

Cummins Filtration’s core expertise is designing, manufacturing and selling air, fuel, hydraulic and lube filtration, as well as chemical technology products for diesel and gas-powered equipment around the world. 

“The need for masks, especially N95 respirator masks, skyrocketed in March and April in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. We learned that many of the world’s leading mask manufacturers needed the critical materials to assemble masks and were struggling to meet demand,” comments Davis.

“We realised that the NanoNet® and NanoForce® media technology typically found in filtration products for diesel engines could also be used in surgical masks and N95 respirator masks worn by healthcare professionals to help stop the spread of Covid-19. Once we made that connection, we began exploring partnerships to apply the filter material to masks,” explains Davis. 

Cummins Filtration saw an opportunity to use its existing workforce at its Neillsville, Wisconsin facility to meet this demand. It acquired, commissioned and tested a new pleater in a matter of weeks, and has already produced more than 41 000 filters for 3M’s PAPRs since mid-April.

To date, six tons of the complete composite multilayer media that can be used in N95 masks has been supplied, and eight tons of a simpler polypropylene media that can be used in surgical masks has been shipped. “We have added manufacturing capacity and capability to our plants and plan on continuing to supply media for masks as long as there is demand and a need to protect our communities from Covid-19,” affirms Davis.

It only took one month to go from concept to production on the project. Cummins Filtration employees across the globe have taken immense pride in being part of the solution to help their communities. “The entire initiative is a great example of how Cummins embodies our mission of making people’s lives better by powering a more prosperous world,” highlights Davis.

Meanwhile Cummins Inc. has announced plans to produce disposable masks for all of its employees across much of the world, including Indiana, as part of its efforts to update its safety measures as new evidence emerges about how the coronavirus spreads.

The company, which employs more than 60 000 people globally and is headquartered in Columbus, plans to being distributing the masks to employees from 1 August. Company officials said they plan to produce enough masks for every employee to receive at least two during each shift.

—ends—

Connect with Cummins on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CumminsAfricaME/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cummins-africa/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/Cummins_Africa 
About Cummins
Cummins Inc., a global power leader, is a corporation of complementary business segments that design, manufacture, distribute, and service a broad portfolio of power solutions. The company’s products range from diesel, natural gas, electric and hybrid powertrains and powertrain-related components, including filtration, aftertreatment, turbochargers, fuel systems, controls systems, air-handling systems, automated transmissions, electric power generation systems, batteries, electrified power systems, hydrogen generation and fuel cell products. Headquartered in Columbus, Indiana (US), since its founding in 1919, Cummins employs approximately 61 600 people committed to powering a more prosperous world through three global corporate responsibility priorities critical to healthy communities: education, environment, and equality of opportunity. Cummins serves its customers online, through a network of company-owned and independent distributor locations, and through thousands of dealer locations worldwide, and earned about $2.3 billion on sales of $23.6 billion in 2019. See how Cummins is powering a world that’s always on by accessing news releases and more information at https://www.cummins.com/always-on.
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