
PRESS RELEASE
Paragon Interface completes fit-out for Bidvest Financial Services
16 March 2020: When Bidvest Financial Services decided to centralise its Braamfontein head office and satellite operations in the iconic Bidvest Bank Towers at 1 Park Lane, in Sandton, it turned to leading interior architecture company Paragon Interface to design, space-plan, and oversee the fit-out. The Paragon Group was also responsible for the base-build architecture.
The main driver behind the move to the new building was to consolidate all of Bidvest’s financial service divisions in a single location. These consist of Bidvest Bank, Bidvest Insurance, Compendium Insurance Brokers, Cannon Asset Management, Bidvest Merchant Services, Bidvest Wealth & Employee Benefits, and FMI.

“The brief was to create an efficient open-plan environment that connected all of these business units together. The office interior was designed to promote collaboration between the different businesses,” Paragon Interface Associate Kirsty Schoombie explains. This is also in line with the latest trend for agile or shared workspaces.
A central collaboration and coffee area is located on each floor, which is connected vertically by a communication stairway. Each floor offers different types of meeting spaces and work settings to encourage people to move between the floors, depending on the type of setting required.

The reception floor accommodates a three-storey atrium that houses the reception, client suite, staff restaurant, and the Bidvest Training Academy. The reception floor and fourth floors lead out onto landscaped roof gardens.
Paragon Interface managed to extend the Bidvest Financial Services corporate identity throughout the four floors by focusing on a corporate colour for each floor, drawn from the entity’s secondary colour palette of teal, yellow, and oranges. 
Located within the new Katherine Street mixed-use precinct, 1 Park Lane, which has a Gross Lettable Area (GLA) of 21 000 m2, is a P-grade development within walking distance of Sandton City and the Sandton Gautrain Station.

It offers seven levels of parking and a ground floor, with Bidvest Financial Services occupying the building from reception to L4. Peregrine Holdings and Citadel occupy L5 to L10, consisting of Peregrine Capital, Citadel Wealth Management, Legae-Peresec, and A2X.
A prominent landmark within Sandton, 1 Park Lane offers expansive views, and is destined to become a new landmark in the area. Features include excellent efficiency ratios, highly flexible office space, north and south terraces on all floors, energy-efficient air-conditioning, LED lighting in all office areas, electronic access control and a building management system, 24-hour active guarding and security cameras, and a back-up power supply. 
Ends
Connect with Paragon on Social Media to receive the company’s latest news
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ParagonGroupZA 

Pinterest: https://za.pinterest.com/ParagonGroupZA 

LinkedIn: http://bit.ly/ParagonGroupLinkedIn 

Instagram: paragongroupza
Notes to the Editor
To download hi-res images for this release, please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the Paragon link to view the company’s press office.
About Paragon
Paragon, established in October 1997, is an internationally-active design business, based in Johannesburg. We deliver commercial architecture, masterplanning, interior design, and space planning to visionary clients in all property sectors, from retail to residential and education.
We are committed to global urban development. We are able and agile. Paragon is flexible and diverse in its approach to design. Each project is unique and not driven by style, but by lifestyle and a response to user needs. Elegant and efficient planning form the core of our designs. We understand the needs of our clients, and know how to generate ever new architectural forms in a competitive property market.

We are known for hands-on engagement with all opportunities present in the modern global building industry. The true measure of our skill is our ability to engage at all levels and with all players that make up the colourful world of construction and property development. Our buildings look forward. We embrace the future, because we will be a part of it – part of its problems and responsibilities, and part of its great freedoms and achievements.
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