PRESS RELEASE
AECOM lends its support to WeDev water-sanitation project in Uganda
18 February 2020: AECOM, the world’s premier infrastructure firm, corporate responsibility platform Blueprint for a Better World currently provides a travel-grant programme to support employees’ passion to use their technical expertise in partnership with non-profit organisations to bring lasting, scalable solutions to communities in need.
A recent recipient of a travel grant was Candidate Quantity Surveyor Kevina Kakembo from AECOM’s operations in South Africa. Kevina joined employees from six countries and multiple professional disciplines to contribute to a water-sanitation project at Mityana and Zinga Islands in Uganda.

Led by Project Director Micheal Ottensmann in September 2019, the project for German NGO WeDev involved the installation of gutters, water tanks, pumps, solar panels (including battery connection), and water testing.
The Blueprint travel-grant programme process begins with a proposal plan and budget that is then submitted for assessment. Thereafter AECOM employees vote for projects they deem to be of the highest significance. Once voting concludes, the corporate responsibility team selects the final projects that will receive financial support. “This means AECOM employees have a voice in what impactful projects resonate with them the most,” Kakembo stresses.

South African by birth, and Ugandan by descent, Kakembo opted for the water-sanitation project in Uganda, which aimed at securing potable water for local communities. Project responsibilities ranged from connecting spring water to a tank using a gradient, making chlorine from salt using a solar-powered battery to clean water from tanks and water sources, to connecting a pump to an 11-m-deep borehole to ease the process of collecting water.

“Assisting in providing such a basic necessity to an underprivileged community reminds us how privileged we are. The fact that, even after it is collected, water requires filtration to be potable revealed the deep level of need in such a community,” Kakembo explains. In the past, the lack of a clean water supply has resulted in cases of cholera and typhoid at an orphanage on Zinga Island.

“Working for a company that makes provision for such meaningful projects means we are empowered. The response from the community in the form of appreciation and keenness to learn and participate gave all a feeling of being at home,” Kakembo comments, referred to as ‘eka’ in Luganda.

“In a world full of political unrest, social injustice, and environmental depletion, this project gave hope not just to the people of Uganda, but to us as well in the realisation that we can make a difference and leave a legacy, no matter how big or small, to the lives of others,” Kakembo concludes. The AECOM Blueprint travel-grant programme also allows for extensive networking among employees on a global basis, further enhancing the company’s corporate responsibility goals.
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About AECOM 
AECOM is the world’s premier infrastructure firm, delivering professional services throughout the project lifecycle – from planning, design and engineering to consulting and construction management. We partner with our clients in the public and private sectors to solve their most complex challenges and build legacies for generations to come. On projects spanning transportation, buildings, water, governments, energy and the environment, our teams are driven by a common purpose to deliver a better world. AECOM is a Fortune 500 firm with revenue of approximately $20.2 billion during fiscal year 2019. See how we deliver what others can only imagine at aecom.com and @AECOM.
AECOM Contact
Lara Lombard

Communications & Marketing Officer, MEA
Phone: (012) 421 3832

Email: lara.lombard@aecom.com 
Web: www.aecom.com 

Media Contact
Renay Tandy
NGAGE Public Relations 
Phone: (011) 867-7763
Fax: 086 512 3352
Cell: 082 562 5088
Email: renay@ngage.co.za 
Web: www.ngage.co.za
Browse the NGAGE Media Zone for more client press releases and photographs at http://media.ngage.co.za
