PRESS RELEASE

Premium German anchoring systems available locally
29 November 2017: Some of the most technically-advanced anchoring system solutions in the world are being made available to the local construction and allied industries by leading distributor Upat in Johannesburg.

Established in 1983, one of the sole distributorships that Upat prides itself on is, fischer from Germany. “We acquired the local fischer agent in 2002,” Upat MD Richard Kuhlmann explains. “In terms of anchor bolts and fixing systems, for example, there are no better products available on the market.” The specialist product range from fischer includes nylon plugs, long-shaft fixings, screw bolts, wedge anchors, chemical anchors, and heavy-duty fixings.
Kuhlmann stresses that fischer has become synonymous with plugs, to the extent that it is a household name in this specific niche. “I would say without a doubt that fischer has brought a recognition of quality to the South African market.” He adds that the German company is differentiated by both its attention to detail, and the huge emphasis it places on continuous research and development to ensure its products are as up-to-date as possible, and in line with customer expectations and requirements worldwide.
An example of this is newly launched DuoPower nylon expansion fixing. This products’ unique selling point is that it can be used in nearly all building materials including concrete bricks, hollow blocks, dry walling and any cavity materials. 
Upat has a two-pronged approach to distributing fischer locally, focusing on both the retail and industrial markets. “We were in the fortunate position of being able to entrench the brand initially in the industrial market, followed most recently by our focus on the retail market. It is a good strategy that has evolved ever since we began distributing the brand,” Kuhlmann elaborates.

Looking at current opportunities, Kuhlmann says the South African market definitely still has legs. “We think there are plenty of opportunities for growth, especially given our extensive national footprint. We have very ambitious plans for growth going forward.”

While the mining industry is definitely a key focus, Kuhlmann highlights the construction industry and its ancillary trades as representing its biggest market. These include cladding, suspended ceilings, roofing, timber-fixing and decking, facades, curtain walling, builders, plumber, electricians, steel erectors, fire protection, lifts and escalators and every sub-contractor on site.  

“We are aware of the fact that new investment flows are unlikely in the South African mining industry unless the impasse over the Mining Charter is resolved. Nevertheless, we continue to look at introducing new products for the mining industry specifically. In terms of sealants, silicones, and adhesives specifically, we have barely scratched the surface,” Kuhlmann confirms.
Commenting on Upat’s larger African expansion strategy for the fischer brand, Kuhlmann reveals that Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, and Mozambique are all growing markets, with only Zimbabwe remaining muted at present in Sub-Saharan Africa. “While Africa is deemed to be the fastest-growing continent at present, we have to be aware that is from an extremely low base.”

Upat’s answer to sustained growth in Africa is to offer total solutions, as opposed to selling standalone products. “For example, we can supply an entire system comprising a drilling machine, drill bits, and anchor bolts, in addition to being able to offer comprehensive aftermarket support.”
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About Upat
Upat SA (Pty) Ltd., a 100% South African owned business, began trading in 1983 as the sole Southern African distributor of the Upat range of construction fasteners (anchor bolts, chemical anchors, nylon plugs, etc.) From the outset, Upat was committed to the building industry, supplying not only a range of anchor bolts, but also rotary hammer drilling machines, tungsten-tipped masonry drill bits, power actuated tools, and allied building and construction products. The aim was to supply a range of top-quality products at market-related prices. This philosophy resulted in Upat becoming a market leader market leader in Southern Africa within a decade.
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