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Innovation focus results in double-digit growth
Omron South Africa experienced record growth in fiscal year 2016, despite the tough economic environment, reveals Country General Manager Victor Marques. Apart from effective target-market strategy implementation, this success was also largely due to ongoing innovation at the automation leader, such as its i-Automation ‘Innovation in Manufacturing’ drive.
The previous fiscal year proved to be very successful, with impressive double-digit percentage growth, despite many external factors at play. “There are always challenges associated with accelerated growth. These are necessary growing pains we need to prioritise and address as efficiently and effectively as possible, so to ensure that we continue to provide the highest possible level of service to our customers at all times,” Marques comments.
While the South African economy continues to exhibit sluggish growth, anticipated to be the case for the foreseeable future, good opportunities still abound. “Social-value driven innovation, coupled with strong customer-centred solution efforts, together with the skills and team to back it up, means one can go places despite these challenges.”

Another exciting area are the ever-expanding growth opportunities in Sub-Saharan Africa, an essential part of Omron’s growth strategy. “In the last two years, we have grown our resource investment in this area, and will continue to do so. It is a region with many opportunities, not only now, but particularly into the future, as Africa takes its rightful place globally. It is most important we walk this journey with Africa,” Marques highlights.
Omron’s i-Automation ‘Innovation in Manufacturing’ drive is focused on intelligent, integrated, and interactive automation. “Customers will see accelerated advances in areas such as robotics, motion solutions, and further exciting developments in IOT-supporting devices (the Internet of Things),” Marques reveals.
Such innovation is critical in the automation industry, especially as customers have so many competitive options from which to choose from at present. “We believe strongly that, in order to keep a leading edge, we need to be prepared to ‘walk the talk’ and accompany the customer through all stages of the journey, from the initial opportunity to the successful conclusion of the solution.

“It is about what kind of value we as Omron South Africa can add to our customers in assisting them to achieve their goals,” Marques elaborates. “To all of our customers, a big thank you for your loyalty to the quality of the Omron brand and its team. We look forward to being part of your ongoing success into the future.”
-ENDS-
About Omron
Omron Electronics is the South African subsidiary of Omron Corporation, a global leader in the field of automation. Established in 1933, Omron has more than 35 000 employees in over 35 countries working to provide products and services to customers in a variety of fields, including industrial automation, electronic components industries, and healthcare. Omron Electronics provides a comprehensive sales and support service for Omron’s vast range of industrial automation products, including industrial components, sensing and safety, automation systems and drives.
For enquiries about Omron Industrial Automation please contact:

Omron Electronics (Pty) Ltd

Tel:

011 579 2600
Direct Email:
info.sa@eu.omron.com 
Website: 
www.industrial.omron.co.za
[image: image1.jpg]