PRESS RELEASE
Redhouse Chelsea Interchange project scoops major award
16 March 2017: AECOM has showcased its design expertise on the Redhouse Chelsea Interchange and Arterial Roads project in Port Elizabeth for main client SANRAL and contractor Basil Read. The project clinched an award in the Roads and Stormwater category at the 2016 IMIESA/CESA Excellence Awards. 
The road network underpins the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality’s (NMBM) long-term goal to expand the western areas to meet the burgeoning demand for residential and commercial growth in the greater Port Elizabeth area.

The Redhouse Chelsea Interchange and Arterial Roads project was fast-tracked by the development of the 92 000 m2 regional Bay West Mall, completed in 2015. With the proposed interchange on the N2 offering direct access to the area, the commercial development became significantly more viable. As a result, the Bay West City special purpose vehicle was established to implement the project.

“AECOM was appointed for the design, management and supervision of the project, which included management of an extensive environmental approval process, as the site is situated in an extremely sensitive environmental biosphere with a number of plant species on the national Red List. This is a comprehensive assessment of all South African indigenous plants,” Franclyn Samuel, Associate Civil Engineer (Civil Infrastructure), Port Elizabeth Office Lead, says.
Hence the road network went though many design iterations before an agreement was reached with the local authorities. “This was the main driver behind the extended design process, as the solution had to have the least invasive impact upon the natural habitat,” Samuel adds.
The final road layout consisted of a new interchange on the N2, with two bridges and 4 km of ramps; the Cyclopia Bridge, extending over an environmentally-sensitive area; two river bridges, extending over the upper Baakens River; a three-barrel culvert servicing an existing watercourse and the outfalls from three major detention ponds; and 6 km of arterial roads, as well as intersections and services.

The project included the provision of several bulk services such as water, sewerage and telecommunications for the Bay West City precinct, and street lighting for all roads, including a portion of the N2.

Work on the project commenced on 6 January 2014, with Basil Read appointed as the principal contractor. The contract comprised two major milestones:

· Phases 1 and 2 to complete unrestricted access and services for the Bay West Mall.
· Phase 3 to complete the arterial-road link from the N2 to Cape Road.

Due to a delay in the start of construction, the contractor proposed that precast members be used for the bridges. The main beams for the N2 bridges, weighing up to 70 tonnes, were manufactured in Gauteng and transported to site. The remainder of the precast members were produced on-site. Phases 1 and 2 were ultimately completed on time and Phase 3 completed ahead of schedule.

AECOM has over a century of experience managing and delivering highway and road projects for all levels of government and private industry globally. It has extensive skills in construction and construction management, transportation planning, design programme management and asset support services, in addition to specialised project-delivery methods such as public-private partnerships and joint ventures.
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About AECOM
AECOM is built to deliver a better world. We design, build, finance and operate infrastructure assets for governments, businesses and organisations in more than 150 countries. As a fully integrated firm, we connect knowledge and experience across our global network of experts to help clients solve their most complex challenges. From high-performance buildings and infrastructure, to resilient communities and environments, to stable and secure nations, our work is transformative, differentiated and vital. A Fortune 500 firm, AECOM had revenue of approximately $18 billion during fiscal year 2015. See how we deliver what others can only imagine at aecom.com and @AECOM.

Media Contact
Mmule Ncongwane
NGAGE Public Relations 
Phone: (011) 867-7763
Fax: 086 512 3352
Cell: 083 661 8751
Email: mmule@ngage.co.za 
Web: www.ngage.co.za
Browse the NGAGE Media Zone for more client press releases and photographs at http://media.ngage.co.za 
