PRESS RELEASE
Latest specification for PE piping systems
16 May 2016: The latest specification for polyethylene (PE) piping systems for irrigation applications is SANS specification 8779.

The revised specification has been promulgated as SANS 8779: 2016: Plastic Piping Systems – Polyethylene (PE) Pipes for Irrigation by the SABS Standards Division, reports Renier Snyman, technical and product manager at DPI Plastics.
The SABS 533 Part 1 specification covered high-density PE systems (HDPE) in terms of Parts 2 and 3, which were based on outside diameter (OD) dimensions.

Following the decision by the Department of Trade and Industry that South Africa would switch to international specifications in order to assist its integration into the global export market, the SABS adopted the ISO 4427 specification for PE pipe in 1999.
A five-year moratorium was placed on SABS 533 Part 1, which expired in 2007. Companies that subscribed to the specification in terms of the SABS permit scheme that allowed them to use the SABS mark on their products were particularly affected.

The lack of internal diameter based fitting specifications lead to manufacturers adopting the old SABS 533 Part 1 in order to ensure consistent quality. The review process of the old specification was initiated originally by the South Africa Irrigation Institute (SABI).

The SABI contended that the lack of a guiding or master specification placed the entire irrigation industry at risk in terms of the compatibility between the available pipe and fitting systems. This is due to the fact that small, uncontrolled specification changes can result in widespread pipe failures.

SANS 8779, according to the SABS, “specifies the pipes (mains, sub-mains and laterals) made from PE, intended to be used for the conveyance of water for irrigation, where the nominal OD is specified from 12 mm up to and including 63 mm, or the nominal ID is specified from 10 mm up to and including 100 mm.”
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