PRESS RELEASE 
New emergency escape breathing devices provide protection in seconds
20 April, 2015: Workers unexpectedly caught in toxic atmospheres can secure life-saving respiratory protection within seconds using the new PremAire Escape compressed air emergency escape breathing device (EEBD), launching locally early-2015 by MSA Africa.
MSA Africa respiratory products manager Suraksha Mohun notes that the PremAire Escape device can be fitted in under five seconds. “What’s more, it provides an air supply of 10 to 15 minutes, thereby allowing the wearer to escape without difficulty from any hazardous environment.”
The patented PremAire Escape is designed to withstand high levels of industrial gas leaks, in harsh chemical environments such as hydrogen sulphide (H2S). “The major components of this device have undergone critically high H2S concentration testing by a third party. Despite concentrations exceeding 25 percent, the permeation detected remained minimal,” observes Mohun. 
The PremAire Escape is ideally-suited to the oil and gas sector, and was specifically developed by MSA following extensive input from global customers in this sector, who highlighted the need for a fast-to-fit and easy-to-use respirator. 
The standard PremAire Escape is equipped with a 3S full face mask suitable for standard escape scenarios where gas leaks are under control. For protection in situations where there is a high concentration of uncontrolled lethal gas, a mask-hood is also available. This combination provides two independent protection barriers.
“The first protection barrier is a tight fitting face seal in combination with positive pressure created by the AutoMaXX lung-governed demand valve. The second is created by the hood/neck seal, which fully isolates the face piece sealing line from the ambient gaseous atmosphere,” Mohun continues. 
Both masks offer the wearer comfort with a soft rubber compound face blank, wide sealing frame and deep chin stop for a snug fit, as well as durability with an impact-resistant polycarbonate lens. The PremAire Escape features a carrying bag with cross-body strap and base support, providing protection for the compressed air cylinder. Optional extras include a QuickFill adaptor, medium pressure connection, and low pressure warning signal.
PremAire Combination Airline/Escape 
Another innovative EEBD being launched locally in the near future by MSA Africa is the PremAire Combination Airline/Escape. Mohun explains that the core component of the PremAire Combination is the unique combination valve design. 
“It combines the first stage pressure reducer, the cylinder valve and the cylinder gauge within one assembly, creating a small size and profile less likely to snag when working in confined space. A hard cover for this assembly ensures additional protection and easy handling of the air cylinder,” she says. 
The belt and shoulder harness assembly provides increased comfort and ergonomics for long duration jobs while at the same time allowing the repositioning of the air cylinder from the right hip to the left hip or any other comfortable position without the need to doff the whole device. The holster carrier secures the air cylinder while allowing easy and fast detaching or attaching of the cylinder to provide high manoeuvrability in tight places.
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There are numerous photographs specific to this press release. Please visit http://media.ngage.co.za and click the MSA Africa link.
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MSA has been the world's leading manufacturer of high-quality safety products since 1914. MSA products may be simple to use and maintain, but they’re also highly-sophisticated devices and protective gear - the result of countless R&D hours, relentless testing, and an unwavering commitment to quality that saves lives and protects thousands of men and women each and every day. Many of MSA's most popular products integrate multiple combinations of electronics, mechanical systems, and advanced materials to ensure that users around the world remain protected in even the most hazardous of situations. MSA's dedication to safety has been the key to its impressive year-over-year growth. In eight of the past ten years, MSA has achieved record growth numbers, with annual revenues of more than US$1 billion.
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